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Factors for determining Fungicide application on your Soybeans  

1. Moisture, Population and Row width: Thick canopies often mean there is less airflow, trapping moisture within the canopy. 
Infections are more aggressive when there are high levels of moisture, which includes rainfall and heavy dew. 

2. Disease history: If disease has been a problem in the past, there is most likely already a source of inoculum for infection. 

3. Cultivar sensitivity: Some cultivars are high-yielding but more vulnerable to disease. 

4. Insecticide applications: If you are already going over the field with an insecticide, mixing in a fungicide consistently results in 
higher yields and increased ROI.  

5. Fungicides are an important tool that can help us to minimize the impact on our yield. Talk to your Holmes Agro rep to decide 
whether a fungicide will help you manage a better crop of soybeans in 2017. 

What could be bugging us this Summer! 
Now that we’ve survived planting and herbicide spraying (for the most part), it’s time to be scouting for in season issues such 
as disease and insect pressure.  One would think that with it being a cooler and wetter growing season to date, the risk for 
diseases would be high, but insect pressure would be low.  This is proving not to be the case with pests like cereal leaf beetle, 
swede midge, soybean aphids, and western bean cutworm, already being seen locally and reported around the province.  The 
following is a brief synapsis of what to be looking for in each of the crop groups.  
 Canola -  If your crop has not fully bolted yet then you may still be at risk for swede midge infection.  Swede Midge 
affect the growing point of the plant and if severe enough prevent the plant from bolting.  If you don’t have traps in your f ields 
then scout for damage and spray accordingly.  Generally speaking later planted stands and tight canola rotations are the main 
risk factors for swede midge. For canola that is flowering currently, cabbage seed pod weevil is worth watching out for.  Adults 
feed on the flowers and nectar of the plant, and then lay eggs which burrow into the pods and feed on developing seed.   
 Soybeans – although we haven’t seen any great amount of incidence locally, there are reports of soybean aphids in 
other areas of the province.  If you planted either untreated or fungicide only treated 
soybeans then you may want to keep an eye on fields particularly if the temperatures 
get dialed up through July and August.  The official spray threshold remains at 250 
aphids per plant with increasing populations, although you may want to spray either 
sooner or later depending on how your crop is handling the stress from aphid pressure.  
Risk factors for aphids historically have been heat and drought stress (which doesn’t 
appear to be a problem this year), and potassium deficiencies which can be induced by 
waterlogged soils.  There are several control options registered with varying degrees of 
contact activity and residual control.  Speak with your Holmes rep about your options  

Spring Cereals & Corn – Summer Time! 
Spring Cereals -  Cereal leaf beetle is potentially the biggest risk for this crop in the early part of July.  The winter wheat crop 
has seen significant feeding and many spring cereal fields are approaching threshold already.  CLB feed on the flag leaf of the 
plant on strip the chlorophyll from them creating a “window pane” effect.   Since the flag leaf is the main energy source for the 
plant, severe damage to it can have a negative impact on yield of this crop. Official spray threshold for these insects is 1 larvae 
per stem in the crop.  Matador is the main insecticide registered for control of this pest, but has a 28-day PHI which should be 
noted.  
Corn -  although we like to think of corn being somewhat “bulletproof” after the 8-10 leaf stage there is a relatively new pest to 
be mindful of in corn.  Western Bean Cutworm adult moths are attracted to tasseling corn where they lay their eggs on the 
underside of the upper leaves of the plant. Once they hatch, larvae feed on pollen and leaves before moving to the ear itself. 
Spray thresholds for WBC are based on egg masses being present on 5% or more of the plants.  Coragen, Matador, and 
.Voliam Express are all good options for control if its warranted.   

Credit Terms  
REMINDER: Our credit terms are Net 20th of the following month.  2% interest per month applies to overdue accounts. Ask 
about extended term financing through FCC or Scotiabank. On-Line payments available at the following financial institutions: 
RBC Royal Bank, TD Canada Trust, CIBC, Scotiabank, Bank of Montreal and New! Meridian Credit Union – Orangeville 
branch. 



Nitrogen Loss in Corn Fields 
 

When your nitrogen application is incorporated into the soil the nitrate form is always more susceptible to loss 

from excessive moisture through leaching and denitrification of saturated soils. The warmer the soil and the longer 

it is saturated the more loss through denitrification as shown in the top chart.   

So how much of your applied nitrogen is in the Nitrate form? Well that depends on the form of nitrogen applied, 

when it was applied and the soil temp since application. The second chart will help you estimate how much of 

your nitrogen is in the nitrate form and at risk of loss.   

In 2015 the weather cleared and there was good response to late applications of nitrogen on corn. If you think this 

might be a possibility for your corn you need to estimate your nitrogen loss and estimate the yield potential of your 

corn fields.  Please contact your Holmes Agro rep to discuss potential and options.  

 
Soil temp Days Saturated    %Nitrate N loss  

   5  10  

55-60   10  25  

   15  40  

   3  60 

70-80   5  75  

   7  85  

    

N source Weeks after application  

  0 3  6 

Urea  0 50  75 

ESN  0 10  50 

UAN  25 60  80 

Am. Nit. 50 80   90 
 

Soil Sampling after Wheat Harvest 

Soil sampling after wheat is a great way to identify soil nutrient levels and to make proactive management decisions for the next 
year.  Doing sampling in the fall allows the time to make important fertility and perhaps prescription decisions based on test 
results.  Depending on the detail of information you desire, generalized bulk sampling or sampling based on NDVI, soil 
type/zones, grid sampling, or historic yield monitor results will all give you a current status of your soil fertility bank account.  
Soil sampling is an important tool for accessing soil fertility and to advise proper and responsible fertilizer recommendations.  
Routine soil testing is a great tool to help point out nutrient deficiencies and surpluses, soil pH, and Cation Exchange Capacity 
(CEC.) Understanding the test results allows for the selection of the appropriate fertilizer or amendments to help correct 
deficiencies and other problems to optimize the uptake of fertilizer nutrients by the plant. 
Just a reminder that a good management system means soil levels that are topped up and in balance, will help provide the 
highest crop production opportunities possible. The ability of the soil to provide nutrition to a plant is critical to the overall health 
of a plant. When a soil is unable to provide nutrients in the proper amounts, it can lead to reduced plant vigor and increased 
susceptibility to damage from disease, insects, drought and other conditions.  
Optimum nutrient uptake is critical, as missing fertilizer nutrients due to lack of uptake usually equals lost revenue opportunities. 
Talk to us at Holmes Agro about a plan to do some sampling for you this fall. 
 

Rinse. Remove. Return 
Welcome back to the jug and seed bag collection program! Holmes 
Agro is proud to participate in the CleanFarms program as a depot 
to accept your empty pesticide jugs and seed bags. Just a few 
guidelines to remember: 
Seed/chemical bags – all types of EMPTY pesticide bags as 
well as paper multi-wall and plastic seed bags can be returned 
in the clear green plastic bags we have available at our locations.  
Seed bulk bags can be returned neatly bundled into rolls of 6. 
Chemical jugs – only clean, triple-rinsed jugs with caps and 
booklets removed will be accepted for recycling 
 

Important Dates!! 
Thursday August 17 2017- Holmes Agro Orangeville Expo   

 


